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l,l]t1\I I prrye 56

GET OTHERS TO DO THE WORK FOR YOU, BUT ALWAYS TAKE THE CREDIT

LIse the utisrl,otn, knouled,ge, and leguork of other people lo Jufih,er lour ou)n caltse. Not onb uill such assis-

tance sote )ou 7)aluahle time a,nd energ), it uill giue yu a godLike aura of eJrtciencl and speed. In the en,d,

lour helpers zLtill be forgotten a,nd you will be rernembered. Nnn do lourself uhat otlurs can do.for yu.

L A1,\i iJ pug.a (t2

MAKE OTHER PEOPLE CO\,IE TO YOU-USE BAIT IF NECESSARY

I4hen you force the othn pnson lct a,ct, )ou are the one in col7trol. It is alruays bettet' to make lour opponent

come to ),ou, aband,oning l.tis outn plans in the p'rocess. Lure h'itn uith fabulous gains-then attach. You hold.

the cards.

l.r\_W 9 pa3e 69

WIN THROUGH YOUR ACTIONS, NEVER THROUGH ARGUMENT

An1' momentarl triumph 1ou think 1ou haue gained throttgh argument is real\ a Pynhic aictorl: Tlrc resent-

ment and, ill witl 1ou stir ,up is sffongvr and lasts longer than an) momentary change oJ opinion. It is much

ttore pownful to get others to agree with ytu through lour actions, utithout saying a word. Detnonstrate, do

not explicate.

i, Al{ i \) page 76

INFECTION: A\/OID THE UNHAPPY AND UNLUCKY

Y.ou mn d,ie from someo,ne else's miserl-emotional states are as infectious as diseases. You ma1 feel yu are

helping the tlrounittg man but you a'rc onll precipitating your oun disaster. 'fhe 'unfortuna,te sotnetimes draw

misfortune on themselttes; lhq uill al,so draw it on 1ou. Associate with the hapln and fortun(fie instead.

l.AtV ! ': ptLge \l
LEARN TO KEEP PEOPLE DEPENDENT ON YOU

To maintai,n lour ind?.pendence )ou must aluays be needed antl uanted. The more yu are reLied, on, the 'more

freerlom you hate. Make people depend on 1ou for their lrappiness and lnospaitl and 1o'u ha,ue nothing to J'ca,r.

Nsuer teach them enough so that thq can d,rt uithout lott.

l-rti\i i2 lttw\9

USE SELECTIVE }IONESTY AND GENEROSITY TO DISARM YOUR VICTIM

One sincere o.nd, honest moae will cot)et' ouer dozens of dishonest ones. Open-hernted gestul"s of hones\ and

generosiry bring rlown the guard of nen the mosl .tusflicious people. Once lour selectitte honesty opens a hole in

their armor, jou can d,eceiae and nLctni!rulate them at utilL. A time\ gft-a Ttojnn horse-utiLl set-ue the same

purpo.se.

i, AlV I tt ltage 9;1

WHEN ASKING FOR HELP, APPEAL TO PEOPLE'S SELF INTEREST,

NEVER TO THEIR MERCY OR GRATITUDE

If yu neerl to tuin to an alh Jor help, tlo nctt br.fiher to rernind him oJ yul ltast assistance and, good tleeds. He

uitl Jind, a ua)) to ignore 1ou. Instead, u,ncou?r something in )ou'r request, ctr in lour alli,ance. tilith him, tho,t

uill benefit him, antl emphasize it out of all proport'ion. He uill respond enthusiaslically uthen he sees some-
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DO NOT COMMIT TO ANYONE

It is the fool Tuho ah)a)s nlshes to take sides. Do not contmit to any sid,e or ca,use but yourself. By maintaining

lour independence, )ou become the master of others-plafing people against one another, making them pursue

\ou.

I 1'!i\ .t \ page 156

PLAY A SUCKER TO CATCH A SUCKER-SEEM DUMBER THAN YOUR MARK

\o one likes feeling stupidu than the next person The trich, then, is to make 1ou,r uictims Jbel s'mart-and not

just smart, but smartn than 1ou are. Once conuinced of this, thq uill neaer suspect that )ou ma) h.aae u,l.tP.-

rior motires.

l |i', j: page 163

USE THE SURRENDER TACTIC: TRANSFORM WEAKNESS INTO POWER

\\hen 1's11 are ueakn, nner f,ght .for honor's sake; choose surren(Ler instead Surender giaes yu ti.me to re-

rcter, tinte to torment and i'nitate jour conquerc)r, time to uait for his pown to uane. Do not giue hi,m the sat-

isfaction of f,ghti.ng and defeating 1ou-surrendff rtrst. By twning tlre otha' cheek you infuriate rmd unsettlc

him. Mahe surrendn a tool of 'pouer.

r,-r'r!, : ) pulei7I
CONCENTRATE YOUR FORCES

Construe vur forces and energies b1 keeping them cr.mcenhated at their strungest poi,nt. You gain more by f.nd-
ing a rich mine and mining it deeper, than by flitting from one shalloll) mine to an,otha'-intensiry defeats ex-

tensity euerl time. Wen lookingJor sources of pouel'to eleuate )ou, fnd the one kq' patron, thefat cou who

tuill siue ltou milk for a long ti'me to coma

i "i1't- :l ! ltaec l7\

PLAY TI]E PERFECT COURTIER
The perfect courtier thriues in a uorld uhare euerything rerohtes arou,nd power a'nd l:oliticu,l dexteritl. He hns

mastered the art of indirectian; heflattns, lelds to superiors, and asserts potuer otpr oth.ers i.n. th.e m.ost obl.ique

and graceful manner. Learn o,ncl a,l$ly the laus of courtier.ship and there uill be no limit to hoat far you can

rise in lhe court.

i,.1.1'r :: - puge 191

RE-CREATE YOURSELF

Do not accept the roles that sociery foists on )rou. fu-create yurself by forgtng a neu identity, one that com'

nmn,ds attention and nr,.ter br.tres the audience. Be the ma,ster of lour oun image 'rather than letting others de'

Jine it for you. Incorporate dramatic dedces i'nto yur public gestures and actions-1o'ur poiua utill be

enhrmced and your charactet uill seem largu'th,an life.

:' '"! i\ I i) Page 200

KEEP YOUR HANDS CLEAN

\bLt must seem a paragtn of ciailitl and eJfciencl: Your hands are neuer soikd by mistakes and nastl deeds.

)Iaintain such a spotless appeara,nce b1 using others as scapegoats and cat's-paus to tLisguise )tollr in-

r obement.
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DISCOVER EACH MAN'S THUMBSCREW

Euer y-one has a uteakness, a gap in. the castk uall. Thal zueakness is usual\ an insecutitl, an uncontrollabl,e

emotion or need; i.t can also be a, small secret pleasure. Either uay once found, it is a thumbscral) )ou can turn
lo tour aduantage.

prtge )\2

BE ROYAL IN YOUR OWN FASHION: ACT LIKE A KING TO BE TREATED LIKE ONE

The tL,a1' )ou caff) )lurselJ uill often determine hout you are treated: In the lang run, a(tpearing uulgar or com-

triort tttill rnahe people disresltect you. For a hing respects himself and inspires the same sentiment in othus. By

attittg regal\ ancl conf,dent of lour pouas, you make yourselJ seem destined to Tuear (t crou'n.

MASTER "' ^{;:;,i'''*"\n er seern to be in a lrun1-hwrying beLrays a lack of control oan yourself, and oaer ti'me. Ahuays seem pa-

it nt. as if lott knou that nerything uill come to )ou et)entualll. Become a detectiae of the right mo'ment; sniff
out the spirit oJ the times, the trends that will can) )ou to poueL Learn to stand, back uhen the time is not yt
ipe, and to strike f,ercell' uhen it has reachetl fruition.

pugr :)00

DISDAIN THINGS YOU CANNOT HAVE: IGNORING THEM IS THE BEST REVENGE

Bt' acknoukdging' a petry problem ynt giae it existence and credibility. The more attention 1ou pa) an eneml,

the st:tonger 1to'u mahe him; a.n.d a small mistake is oJten made uorse tnd more uisible uhen you, lr1 to ftx it. lt
is sotnetimes best to leaue th'ings alone. If there is somethinglon utant but cannot lLaue, shou contemptfor it.

The less in,tensl yu reueal, the more superior 1'ou seem.

page. 3()9

CREATE COMPELLING SPECTACLES

Striking imaga'1' and. grand slntbolic geslures create the rrura of pouer-eter)one responds to them. Stage spec-

tacles for those arountl 1,ou, then, full oJ ame.rting uisu,als and radiant symbols that heighten lour prcsence.

Dazzkd, by appearances, 'no one uill notice what you are real\ doing.

' pcrye ) 17

THINK AS YOU LIKE BUT BEHAVE LIKE OTHERS

If 1ou .mahe a shou of going against the times, .fLaunting yur unconrentiona.l ideas aruL unorthodox uaJS:

people uill think that yu onl1, sor, a,ttention, and that 1ou look doun upon them. Thq uill Jind. a wa\ to

punish you for making them feel inJetior. It is far safer to blend in and nurture the comtnon touch. Sh,are your

otiginaLitl onl1, with toleranl ft"iends and those utho are sure to appreciale 1,ou, 'r,r,n,rrrrtt.

page 32.i

STIR UP WATERS TO CATCH FISH

-\nger and, emotion are strategico,lll counter,pt'odu,ctiae. You must aluays stat) caltn anrL objectiae. But if lou
can make yout' enemies angry uhile staling calm purself, you gain a dec'ided aduantage. Put your enemies

oJf-bala,nce: Find the chink in their aanitl throttgh which you can rattk them and. you hold th,e strings.
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NEVER APPEAR TOO PERFECT

-\ppearing better than others is altuq,s dangerol$, but most dangaous of all is lo appear to haue no faults or

Lueoknesses. Enul creates silent enemies. It is smart to occasionalll, disPlq defects, and admit to hatmlc.s.s

rices, in order to de/lect enuy and, appear more human ancl approachable. On\ gods and the dead can seem

p erfe ct tLt it h im;p un ity.

LAW .j 1 pa-ee +10

DO NOT GO PAST THE MARK YOU AIMED FOR;

IN VICTORY, LEARN WHEN TO STOP

The tnoment of aictorl i,s often the moment of greatest pail. In tlrc heat of uictory, arrogance and oanconfi-

dence can push, 1ou past the goal yu had aimed for, a'nd b^1 going too far, yu make mo're enemies than lou
defeat. Do nr-tt allou success to go to )ou,r head,. T-h,ere is no substitute for strategl and car{ul pLanning. Set a

goal, ond uhen 1ou reach it, stop.

LAW ,iU page 111)

ASSUME FORMLESSNESS

81 taking a shape, $ haaing a dsibk plan, y'u open yourself to attack. Instead of tahing a form for 1,our
enemy to grasp, keep yu,rself adaptabk and on the ncnte. Accept the fact that nothing i,s certain and no lau is

fxed. The best TLta) to protect 1,ourself is to be as Jluid and fo'rmless as uater; netter bet on stabi,Litl or lasting

order. Euerythi.ng changes.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY page 431
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Nicolas Fouquet, Louis XIV's finance minister in the first years of his reign,
was a generous man who loved lavish parties, pretty women, and poetry.

He also loved money, for he led an extravagant lifestyle. Fouquet was

clever and very much indispensable to the king, so when the prime minis-
ter, Jules Mazarin, died, in 1661, the finance minister expected to be

named the successor. Instead, the king decided to abolish the position. This
and other sigrs made Fouquet suspect that he was falling out of favor, and

so he decided to ingratiate himseif with the king by staging the most spec-

tacular party the world had ever seen. The party's ostensible Purpose
would be to commemorate the completion of Fouquet's chateau, Vaux-le-

Vicomte, but its real function was to pay tribute to the king, the guest of
honor.

The most brilliant nobility of Europe and some of the greatest minds

of the time-La Fontaine, La Rochefoucauld, Madame de S6vign6-
attended the party. Molidre wrote a play for the occasion, in which he

himself was to perform at the evening's conclusion. The party began with a

lavish seven-course dinner, featuring foods from the Orient never be-

fore tasted in France, as well as new dishes created especially for the night.
The meal was accompanied with music commissioned by Fouquet to
honor the king.

After dinner there was a promenade through the chAteau's gardens.

The grounds and fountains of Vaux-le-Vicomte were to be the inspiration
for Versailles.

Fouquet personally accompanied the young king through the geomet-

rically aligned arrangements of shrubbery and flower beds. Arriving at the

gardens' canals, they witnessed a fireworks display, which was followed by
the performance of Molidre's play. The party ran well into the night and
everyone agreed it was the most amazing affair they had ever attended.

The next day, Fouquet was arrested by the king's head musketeer,

D'Artagnan. Three months later he went on trial for stealing from the

country's treasury. (Actually, mosL of the stealing he was accused of he had
done on the king's behalf and with the king's permission.) Fouquet was

found guilty and sent to the most isolated prison in France, high in the

Pyrenees Mountains, where he spent the last twenty years of his life in soli-

tary confinement.

Louis XIV, the Sun King, was a proud and arrogant man who wanted to be

the center of attention at all times; he could not countenance being out-

done in lavishness by anyone, and certainly not his finance minister. To

succeed Fouquet, Louis chose Jean-Baptiste Colbert, a man famous for his

parsimony and for grving the dullest parties in Paris. Colbert made sure

that any money liberated from the treasury went straight into Louis's
hands. With the money, Louis built a palace even more magnificent than
Fouquet's-the glorious palace of Versailles. He used the same architects,
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honoring the Medicis' greatness. Shortly after the discovery, he announced
that "the bright stars [the moons ofJupiter] offered themselves in the heav-

ens" to his telescope at the same time as Cosimo II's enthronement. He
said that the number of the moons-four-harmonized with the number of
the Medicis (Cosimo II had three brothers) and that the moons orbited

Jupiter as these four sons revolved around Cosimo I, the dynasty's founder.
More than coincidence, this showed that the heavens themselves reflected
the ascendancy of the Medici family. After he dedicated the discovery to

the Medicis, Galileo commissioned an emblem representingJupiter sitting
on a cloud with the four stars circling about him, and presented this to

Cosimo II as a symbol of his link to the stars.

In 1610 Cosimo II made Galileo his official court philosopher and
mathematician, with a full salary. For a scientist this was the coup of a life-
time. The days of begging for patronage were over.

ln terr,retatioii
In one stroke, Galileo gained more with his new strategy than he had in
years of beggrng. The reason is simple: All masters want to appear more
brilliant than other people.

They do not care about science or empirical truth or the latest inven-
tion; they care about their name and their glory. Galileo gave the Medicis
infinitely more glory by linking their name with cosmic forces than he had
by making them the patrons of some new scientific gadget or discovery.

Scientists are not spared the vagaries of court life and patronage. They
too must serve masters who hold the purse strings. And their great intellec-
tual powers can make the master feel insecure, as if he were only there to
supply the funds-an ugly, ignoble job. The producer of a great work
wants to feel he is more than just the provider of the financing. He wants to

appear creative and powerful, and also more important than the work pro-
duced in his name. Instead of insecurity you must give him glory. Galileo
did not challenge the inteliectual authority of the Medicis with his discov-
ery, or make them feel inferior in any way; by literally aligning them with
the stars, he made them shine brilliantly among the courts of Italy. He did
not outshine the master, he made the master outshine all others.

KFIY:i i-{,} P0h,'!,.1
Everyone has insecurities. \r\rhen you show yourself in the world and dis-

play your talents, you naturally stir up all kinds of resentment, enry, and

other manifestations of insecurity. This is to be expected. You cannot spend

your life worrying about the petty feelings of others. With those above you,
however, you must take a different approach: When it comes to power,
outshining the master is perhaps the worst mistake of all.

Do not fool yourself into thinking that life has changed much since the

days of Louis XIV and the Medicis. Those who attain high standing in life
are like kings and queens: They want to feel secure in their positions, and

rmatr
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an unforgivable miscalculation of his own importance and he paid for it
with his life. Remember the following: Never take your position for
granted and never let any favors you receive go to your head.

Knowing the dangers of outshining your master, you can turn this Law
to your advantage. First you must flatter and puff up your master. Overt
flattery can be effective but has its limits; it is too direct and obvious, and

Iooks bad to other courtiers. Discreet flattery is much more powerful. If
you are more intelligent than your master, for example, seem the opposite:
Make him appear more intelligent than you. Act naive. Make it seem that

you need his expertise. Commit harmless mistakes that will not hurt you in
the long run but will give you the chance to ask for his help. Masters adore

such requests. A master who cannot bestor.l' on you the gifts of his experi-

ence may direct rancor and ill will at you instead.

If your ideas are more creative than your master's, ascribe them to

him, in as public a manner as possible. Make it clear that lour advice is

merely an echo of im advice.

If you surpass your master in wit, it is okay to play the role of the court
jester, but do not make him appear cold and surly by comparison. Tone

down your humor if necessary, and find ways to make him seem the dis-

penser of amusement and good cheer. If you are naturally more sociable

and generous than your master, be careful not to be the cloud that blocks
his radiance from others. He must appear as the sun around which every-

one revolves, radiating power and brilliance, the center of attention. If you
are thrust into the position of entertaining him, a display of your limited
means may win you his svmpathy. Any attempt to impress him with your
grace and generosity can prove fatal: Learn from Fouquet or pay the price.

In all of these cases it is not a weakness to disguise your strengths if
in the end they Iead to power. By letting others outshine you, you remain
in control, instead of being a victim of their insecurity. This will all come in
handy the day you decide to rise above your inferior status. If, like Galileo,

you can make your master shine even more in the eyes of others, then you
are a godsend and you will be instantly promoted.

Image:
The Stars in the

Sky. There can be only
one sun at a time. Never

obscure the sunlight, or
rival the sun's brilliance;
rather, fade into the sky and

find ways to heighten
the master star's

intensity.

Authority: Avoid ouai
superiority of a subject
lesson that the stars h
and just as brillianr i
Graci6n, 160I-1658

REVERSAL
You cannot worry abor
must be selectively cm
to fear from outshining
scruples in his own cok
is weak, discreetly hast
key moments. If he is i
Do not risk outshining
But if your master is fit
more capable, bide vo
things that por /er ere
someday, and if vou p
him.
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NEVER PUT TOO MUCH

TRUST IN FRIENDS, LEARN

HOW TO USE ENEMIES

.TUDGTViENT
Be wary of friends-they will betray yu more quickly, for
thel are easily aroused to enuy. Thq also become spoiled

and tyrannical. But hire a former eneml and he will be

more loyal than a friencl, because he has more to proue.

Infact, you haae more tofearfromfrtends thanfrom en-

emies. If you haue no enemies, find a wa\ to make them.
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